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The crucifixion of Jesus is a pivotal event in Christian history, recounted in
all four Gospels. According to the biblical narrative, Jesus was arrested,
tried, and sentenced to death by crucifixion by the Roman authorities. On
the day of the crucifixion, he was led to a place called Golgotha (which
means "skull") and nailed to a cross. As he hung there, suffering and dying,
he uttered a number of words, including the ones recorded in John 19:26-
27.

The Biblical Context: John 19:26-27
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In John 19:26-27, we read the following words spoken by Jesus from the
cross:

“When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple whom
he loved standing by, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold
thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother!”

These words are addressed to two individuals: Jesus' mother, Mary, and
the disciple whom he loved, traditionally identified as John the Evangelist.
In this brief exchange, Jesus entrusts his mother to the care of his disciple
and vice versa.

Theological Significance: Mary's Role and the Church
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The words "Woman, behold thy son!" spoken to Mary have been
interpreted in various ways throughout Christian history. Some scholars see
it as a simple act of compassion, a gesture of care for his mother in her
time of grief. Others suggest that Jesus is establishing a new relationship
between Mary and the disciple, representing the church. In this view, Mary
becomes a symbol of the church, and the disciple represents all believers
who are now her children, entrusted to her care.

The words "Behold thy mother!" spoken to the disciple have also been
interpreted as a sign of Jesus' love for his followers. By entrusting his
mother to them, he is entrusting them with his most precious possession.
This act symbolizes the close relationship between Jesus and his disciples
and the love that extends from him to all who believe in him.

The Role of Discipleship



The words spoken by Jesus from the cross also shed light on the role of
discipleship. By entrusting his mother to the disciple, Jesus is modeling the
importance of caring for one another. Discipleship is not just about following
Jesus' teachings; it is also about living out his love in our relationships with
others.

The disciple's response to Jesus' words is also significant. He takes Mary
into his home, providing her with a home and a family. This act of
obedience and compassion exemplifies the kind of discipleship that Jesus
calls us to.
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The Nature of the Christian Faith

The words "Woman Behold Thy Son Behold Thy Mother" are a powerful
reminder of the nature of the Christian faith. They speak to the love,
compassion, and sacrifice that are at the heart of our beliefs. They remind
us that we are all called to be disciples of Jesus, to love one another, and
to care for those in need.

These words also point to the importance of the church as a community of
faith. The church is not a building or an institution; it is a family of believers
who are united by their love for Jesus and for one another.

The words spoken by Jesus from the cross, "Woman Behold Thy Son
Behold Thy Mother" (John 19:26-27),are a powerful and meaningful
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statement about love, compassion, and sacrifice. They provide insight into
the relationship between Jesus and Mary, the role of discipleship, and the
nature of the Christian faith. These words continue to resonate with
Christians today, inspiring us to live out our faith with love, compassion,
and care for others.
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